
Disappearing	Lake	

South	Prairie,	WA	

	
 

Disappearing Lake is a unique and mysterious place unlike any other, and timing is everything 
for being able to witness this natural phenomenon. The lake seems to magically appear in the 
spring, and quickly vanishes with little warning.  It is believed by Forest Service Botanists to be 
formed when a lava tube freezes up, damming the creek that feeds the prairie.  When the ice 

melts, the water quickly recedes, and the lake will vanish.   

Paddle boards, kayaks, and canoes are all welcome, and the water is about 6-8 feet in most 
areas.  Find yourself paddling through narrow trees, winding down channels, and curving 

around beautiful lava rock.  This lake can usually be found in mid-May to early June, and will 
only last for about 3-4 weeks depending on the snow year.  By early July the lake is transformed 

into a grassy meadow and will not refill until the following spring. 

Directions: Take I-84 East to Cascade Locks and cross Bridge Of The Gods ($2 toll). Go right 
onto Highway 14 and after a little over 14.5 miles take a left onto Cook Underwood Rd. Follow 
this road for about 5 miles and take a left onto Willard Road. Willard Road turns into Oklahoma 
Road, follow it a short distance until you see a sign for Forest Road 66. Take a left onto FR 66 
and follow it for over 12.5 miles (the last couple miles of this road is gravel) until you come to 

two lakes. Disappearing Lake is on the left, South Prairie Lake is on the right. 

 

 



Underwood	Mountain	Bike	Trail	

Underwood,	WA	
 

 

 

Less than five minutes from our tasting room, this single-track trail can be done as an eight-mile 
loop, with a fairly steep climb to the top of Underwood Mountain, followed by a flowing and 
gentle return to your car.  This trail is on privately held forestland, and as a result has frequent 
closures due to logging.  As far as we know there is no way to find out ahead of time whether 
the trail is accessible or not.   In other words, you won’t know until you go! 

 

Getting there:  From the Oregon side, go over the Hood River Bridge and take hwy 14 west to 
Cook Underwood Road (like you’re going to our tasting room).  About a ¼ mile before our 
property, take a right on Kollock Knapp Road.  After a half mile or so, take a right on Scoggins 
Road.  Trailhead is immediately after you make the left turn, on the left hand side. 

As an alternative, if the trail is closed, head back down to highway 14 and go east until you hit 
the Coyote Wall trailhead, about three miles past the town of Bingen.  From there you have 
access to the Syncline Trail and the Maui Trail for either hiking or biking. 

 


